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low BMD at, at least one of the sites considered. At the
recommended cutoff point of 6, SCORE had a sensitivity
of 91.5% to detect a low BMD at any site, a specificity of
26.5%, a positive predictive value of 52.8% and a nega-
tive predictive value of 77.7%. For the hip the associated
indicators of SCORE ability to identify low BMD reached
respectively 97.4%, 21.1%; 20.1% and 97.5%. For the
femoral neck the parameters yielded were respectively
95.9%, 23.8%, 34.4% and 93.4%. At the lumbar spine
SCORE performed less well. Area under the Receiver
Operating Characteristic curve to detect low BMD at the
total hip and the femoral neck were 0.760 and 0.738 re-
spectively. CONCLUSIONS: In view of these results we
can conclude that, notwithstanding the high values of
sensitivity achieved (which are even higher in our experi-
ence than those reported in the princeps paper), SCORE
specificity is too low to be used as a diagnostic tool for
screening patients at high risk to later develop osteo-
porosis.
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Osteoporosis is a public health problem that not only ex-
erts significant morbidity and mortality to society but
also a heavy financial burden. An effective strategy for
controlling this disease is identifying high-risk population
for early intervention. OBJECTIVES: The purpose of this
study was to determine the age group most cost-effective
to screen for osteoporosis in elderly women. METH-
ODS: The study population is women from 50 to 79
years old, who have not incurred a bone fracture. All
costs and life-years saved from intervention were calcu-
lated using the 5-year backward induction, incorporating
the DEALE method. The analysis is done from the per-
spective of society and a 3% discount rate is used. The
variables in the analysis were extracted from the litera-
ture. RESULTS: The cost to save one life-year from
screening for osteoporosis ranges from $97,208 to
$180,533. The variable most sensitive in the model is the
cost of an annual bone scan; a 20% variation in price of
a bone scan shifts the cost-effectiveness ratio by 19 to
22%. If a bone scan is required every 5 years, this inter-
vention would be cost-effective for women 65 to 79 years
old, assuming an intervention is cost-effective if it costs
$50,000 or less per life-year saved. CONCLUSIONS:
The results in this model demonstrate that screening for
osteoporosis in the elderly female population is not cost-
effective between 50 to 79 years. Future research may in-
clude following a cohort of women in this age range and
assess all cost related to providing osteoporosis care for a
more complete account of total costs to society.
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OBJECTIVE: To evaluate age-specific prevalence rates
for pharmacological treatment and prevention of os-
teoporosis among commercially insured women 18 years
or older in a managed care environment. METHODS:
Administrative pharmacy claims data from four health
plans between July 1, 1997 and June 30, 1998 were used
to determine the number of women who received at least
one prescription for therapy indicated for the treatment
or prevention of osteoporosis. Therapies indicated for the
treatment of osteoporosis included alendronate 10 mg
and intranasal calcitonin. Therapies indicated for the pre-
vention of osteoporosis included alendronate 5 mg and
raloxifene. Use of hormone replacement therapy (HRT)
was also included as possible osteoporosis prevention
therapy. Study subjects must have been continuously en-
rolled for 12 months both prior to and following their
study enrollment date. RESULTS: Over 15% of the study
population (N  84,587 members) received osteoporosis
therapy. The prevalence of osteoporosis treatment with
alendronate 10 mg or intranasal calcitonin was 0.5%.
The prevalence of osteoporosis prevention with alen-
dronate 5 mg, raloxifene, or HRT was 15.2%. Os-
teoporosis therapy was most prevalent among women
aged 50 to 59. As age increased beyond 59 years, the use
of HRT tapered off while the use of alendronate, ralox-
ifene, and intranasal calcitonin increased. Of those who
received osteoporosis therapy, 96% received HRT, 2.1%
received alendronate 10 mg, 0.9% received intranasal
calcitonin, 0.6% received raloxifene, and 0.4% received
alendronate 5 mg. CONCLUSION: Although rates of
therapy in the four health plans echo national estimates,
the number of women receiving osteoporosis prevention
therapy remains low in comparison to the number of
women at risk for the disease.
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Generic measures of health status provide an important
common denominator for comparing the burden of ill-
ness across diseases. OBJECTIVES: To document illness
burden of early rheumatoid arthritis (RA) on health re-
